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S P E C I A L  I S S U E

See DESIGN COMPETITION, page 8



DentalPracticeSuccess10

D
O

D
C

 F
E

B
R

U
A

R
Y

 2
0

1
8

Award: Large Practice Design of the Year

Practice name: Advanced Dentistry South Florida

Practice Type: General

Owner: Richard Staller, DDS

Location: Delray Beach, Florida

Building type: Conversion leasehold

Square footage: 5367

Practice philosophy and design advice: Our office philosophy incorporates a team approach to best 

serve its patients. We provide all phases of dentistry, including dental hygiene, general dentistry, cos-

metic procedures, crown and bridge, dentures, implants and specialty dental care. Our general dentists 

and specialists collaborate to provide the best treatment possible for our patients in one convenient 

location. We believe in providing excellent dental care in a comfortable and relaxing environment with 

Dr. Staller

Advanced Dentistry South Florida, Delray Beach, FL

See ADVANCED DENTISTRY SOUTH FLORIDA page 11

Click on the arrows to view more photos of this award-winning practice.
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See ADVANCED DENTISTRY SOUTH FLORIDA page 18

superb customer service. Our entire team has been through extensive training to provide patients with 

the best experience possible.

Remember to keep an open mind when designing your space. As technology changes, the space and 

equipment requirements change also. I would have never imagined building an office without x-ray 

units mounted to the walls, but technology has paved the way to this luxury. Look at other offices 

and see how they function. Some of our team members traveled to other offices also to see the best 

practices and systems so we could implement the same. It is important to have a look and feel that 

aligns with your vision. Decide on your vision and follow through with that vision. You may be look-

ing at the walls of your office more than your home, 

so make sure you pick colors that you like. Enjoy the 

process and take pictures in the process. It will help you 

look back and laugh at obstacles you may encounter.

Design criteria summary

Dental technology: Technology played a large role 

in the design of the office. Each operatory has a 

computer with two monitors; one for the patient and 

one for the clinician. Each operatory has an intraoral camera so that patients can see what we see. All 

of our records are electronic and x-rays are digital. Patients like to be able to see the x-rays right away 

and have the doctor explain while looking at the monitor. We utilize several Nomad 2 handheld x-ray 

machines as well as the Planmeca Digital Panorex machine, which also takes external bitewing x-rays. 

The panorex machine is 3D upgradable to accommodate future needs and the laboratory contains the 

necessary plumbing for milling devices. All of the computers are equipped for scanning capabilities. 

Tech stations are located throughout the office, which contains the Nomad 2, x-ray sensor, Velscope 

Oral Cancer Screening device, printers and curing lights. Each tech station serves approximately four to 

five operatories and are very easy to access. The sink faucets are all equipped with pulse technology, 

where the sink will turn on based on the pulse in your body. This means you do not have to touch the 

lever or find a sensor to turn the water on. All operatories also have televisions for the patients viewing 

at a convenient angle. On demand movies and headsets are also available for the patients. From an 

administrative standpoint, all of our records are electronic which allow us to send insurance claims, 

verification, and correspondences to other doctors all electronically and obtain information in real time.

Dental equipment: All of our equipment is state of the art. A lot of research went into the equipment 

selection for our office. Researching equipment for the mechanical room was very important. We de-

cided to have two vacuum systems and two compressors. This way, in the unfortunate event that one 

went down, we would still have a backup. Both the vacuum and compressor only provide the resources 

for what is needed and do not constantly run. They only run when needed. Also, in the mechanical 

room, we have a VistaPure water filtration system. There are several filters which water is filtered 

through before reaching the designated operatory. Each operatory has its own designated  

filtered water line. The central sterilization area took a bit of time planning. With quartz countertops, 

two hydrium instrument washers, four Midmark M11 autoclaves, an Ultra-Fast autoclave, a refrigera-

tor for supplies, a plumbed in water distiller, quattro care handpiece cleaning machines and built-in  

suction to drain the autoclaves, our sterilization area is one of the most efficient areas of the office. 

With entries located on either end of the sterilization area, only four steps are required to leave dirty 

instruments and get sterile instruments. The operatories are all set up identically, with the exception of 

the surgical suite. Quick disconnects for cavitrons are located in each cabinet and the ultrasonics can 

easily be moved between operatories. Rear delivery, which can be adjusted to accommodate left- or 

right-handed practitioners swivels on an easy to move arm behind the patient. This allows for a view 

free of dental instruments for the patient. Air-driven and electric handpieces are available to all  

ADVANCED DENTISTRY SOUTH FLORIDA continued from page 10


